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OPIUM IN INFLAMMATION.—ON 
THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS OF 
THE EXTERNAL APPLICATION 
OF OPIUM IN INFLAMMATORY 
DISEASES. BY DR. BOW. 


In the work I lately published on 
the ‘* Nature of Fever,’”’ I endea- 
vored to draw attention to the ex- 
ternal application of opium in that 
disease, as also in some inflamma- 
tory affections of the chest. I 
there stated my belief to be, that 
one of the effects of opium so ap- 
plied was to increase the contractile 
force of the arterial system; and, 
indeed, unless I am very much de- 
ceived, the experiments I detailed 
authorise me to say that such is its 
effect. However, impressed with 
this belief, it appeared to me that 
reat benefit ought to be derived 
ion its application in every case 
of congestion of the capillaries ; 
and, being already satisfied with its 
operation where such congestion 
was general, and consequently 
slight, as in fever, I determined to 
trust to it also wheft local, as in in- 
flammation. I will now, with your 
permission, transcribe a few cases 
from my note-book, in which the 
success of the plan exceeded my 
anticipations. 
Case I. 14th February, 1831. 
—Darling, aged nine months, was 
reported at noon, by Mr. Tender,* 


* Resident surgeon, Alnwick Dispensary. 
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to be laboring under bronchitis. I 
immediately proceeded with him to 
the patient ; found the breathing 
difficult, the inspirations being short 
and frequent, accompanied with a 
wheezing noise; the face very 
pale, the lips having a purple tinge ; 
skin exceedingly hot ; hoarseness 
of the voice when the child cried ; 
pulse rapid. The child had been 
ill for some days, but the mother, 
thinking that nothing ailed it except 
acommon cold, did not become 
alarmed until this morning. No- 
thing had been prescribed before I 
saw it. Two grains of calomel 
were given, and the breast and 
back rubbed with rather more than 
a drachm of opiate liniment.* 

The calomel was rejected from 
the stomach almost as soon as ta- 
ken. After the application of the 
liniment, the child fell into a sound 
sleep : at two o’clock he awoke, 
and sucked greedily ; and at our 
visit, a little after two, we found 
him ina profuse perspiration, the 
voice free from hoarseness, 
and the breathing comparatively 
easy. At four o’clock, the breath- 
ing had again become difficult, but, 
in degree, nothing equal to what it 
was in the morning: the calomel 
and liniment were repeated. At 
six o’clock, the child seeined calm 


and contented; the eyes were. 


* R. Opii 3i.; Linim. Camph. ¢ @i. 
Digere per dies aliquot et efiunde linimen- 
tum. 
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sprightly, and some color had re- 
turned to the cheeks. A age 
of liniment was left with the mo- 
ther, with orders to apply it, 
should the breathing again become 
hurried. 

15th February.—About three 
o’clock this morning the liniment 
was applied, as the mother thought 
the state of the breathing required 
it. At our visit at ten A. M., we 
found that the bowels had been 
twice moved : the effect of the ca- 
lomel. The child seemed quite 
well, and therefore nothing was 
prescribed. At seven P. M. the 
child continued well. At the re- 
uest of the mother, a portion of 

e liniment was left, to be applied 
if required. 

16th.—The liniment was not 
applied. Cured. 


II. 16th February, 1831.—E. 
Race, aged ten months. _ Visited 
this child to-day, in company with 
Mr. Fender, at eleven A. M.: there 
was great heat of skin ; restlessness ; 
difficult breathing, with wheezing ; 
paleness of the face ; purple hue of 
the lips ; lividity around the mouth ; 


pulse 160, or more, (it was diffi- 


cult to count it.) The mother 


said that the breathing had been so 


difficult at intervals during the last 
two nights, that she thought the 
child would have expired. A 
drachm and a half of liniment was 
ordered, which Mr. Fender applied 
before we left the house. 

At one o’clock, the child slept 
soundly ; pulse 120. The respira- 
tions, which, at our first visit, could 
not be numbered, owing to the 
restlessness of the little patient, 
were now ninety-six in the minute ; 
‘Skin comparatively cool. At three 
o’clock, the child was still asleep ; 
a 110; respirations eighty ; 

iniment repeated. 


At ten P. M., pulse ninety-six ; 
respirations sixty-eight: liniment 
repeated. 

17th.—The child had a good 
night, and is now apparently well. 
As she could not be kept suffi- 
ciently quiet, neither the pulse nor 
respirations could be numbered. 


Cured. 


III. 23d February, 1831.— 
Dixon, aged eight months. I saw 
this child at six this evening : it has 
had catarrhal symptoms since the 
20th instant. I found the breath- 
ing hurried ; the skin hot; face 
pale ; great restlessness ; pulse 
rapid. A drachm and a half of the 
liniment was prescribed. 

24th.—After the application of 
the liniment, the child slept for 
some hours: towards midnight, it 
awoke in a profuse perspiration. 
About break of day, it again fell 
asleep, and continued to sleep 
soundly until eight o’clock A. M. 
I saw it at half-past nine, and, as 
it appeared perfectly well, I did 
not prescribe for it. 

At three P. M. I was again sent 
for, and was told that, towards 
noon, the child (as the mother ex- 
pressed it) ‘* got quite knocked,” 
since which it gradually got worse. 
I found the skin extremely hot, 
and the breathing hurried, with 
wheezing. The child was quiet 
and drowsy, so that the pulse and 
respirations were easily reckoned ; 
the former 160, the latter 84. I 
prescribed two grains of calomel, 
and a drachm and a half of lini- 
ment. 

Ten P. M.—Shortly after the 
liniment was applied, the child be- 
came lively and playful. At pre- 
sent he is in a calm sleep ; heat of 
skiu less ; pulse 120; respiration 
seventy, no wheezing. Repeat the 
friction, and one grain of calomel. 


| 


Opium in Inflammation. 


25th, ten A. M.—The child 
an a good night; the bowels 
ave been twice moved' this morn- 
ing ; appears lively, and apparently 
quite well. Took my leave. 


IV. 14th February, 1831.— 
M. Y., aged three years six months, 
for some days past has had stuffing 
about the chest, cough, burning 
skin, and great restlessness in bed 
during night. I saw her for the 
first time at nine P. M. this even- 
ing: the breathing was difficult, 
with wheezing ; the face flushed ; 
tongue foul; pulse 120. Two 
grains of calomel were ordered. 

15th, one P. M.—The bowels 
have been moved : the difficulty of 
breathing continues ; skin hot ; face 
still flushed ; pulse about 130. A 
drachm and a half of the liniment 
to be repeated at bedtime. 

16th.—At my visit this morning, 
the child was at play in a neigh- 
bor’s house : she had a good night, 
and is reported quite well. 


I might detail many cases, some- 
what similar to the last, which 
were all cured, as if by charm, by 
one or two applications of the lini- 
ment ; but as I look upon them as 
cases of catarrh only, I shall rest 
satisfied, trusting the above. may 
induce some of your readers to 
adopt the practice. My object is 
to weaken, if possible, the faith 
which is now so injuriously reposed 
in bloodletting for the cure of in- 
flammations in early age. In bron- 
chitis, for example, the great mor- 
tality under the practice most ap- 
proved of, shows that bleeding, 
general or local, is not infallible ; 
and that it is too often mischievous 
in its immediate effects, that keen 
investigator, Dr. Marshall Hall, 
amongst others, has sufficiently de- 
monstrated. If we do succeed in 
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subduing the disease by bloodlet- 
ting, we have still the remote un- 
happy effects to dread ; for it, not 
unfrequently, changes altogether 
the temperament of the individual. 
To this effect no one can be blind : 
every day we meet with, in families 
generally healthy and robust, one 
or two delicate members, who are 
liable to colds and rheumatism upon 
every atmospheric change, pecu- 
liarly obnoxious to every disorder 
which may rage, and slow in reco- 
vering from the most trifling. On 
inquiry, we learn that these indivi- 
duals were healthy and strong until 
attacked by croup, chincough, or 
some other disease, for the remo- 
val of which copious depletion was 
thought necessary. 

I believe there are few who are 
not converts to the theory which 
makes inflammation to consist in 
debility of the capillaries of the part 
inflamed : still this theory, so ge- 
nerally embraced, has in no way 
modified the plan of treatment ; for 
the same mode is advised, and is 
had recourse to, as when we be- 
lieved the disease to consist in ex- 
citement of the same vessels. This 
is owing to half measures, to mo- 
derate reform : the advocates of the 
theory have taken excitement from 
the smaller vessels, but they have 
permitted the larger to retain it ; 
consequently, to moderate the ez- 
citement of the sanguiferous system 
is the chief aim, and bloodletting 
is advised as the most powerful 
means. But the apparently in- 
creased action of the larger arte- 
ries, mistaken for, or miscalled ez- 
citement, depends upon loss of con- 
tractile power : therefore it is our 
business to invigorate the arterial 
system throughout, so that the ar- 
teries may be enabled to contract 
forcibly on their contents, and thus 
relieve themselves: not to debi- 
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litate them further and further, until 
they become like inanimate tubes, 
without power to assist in the cir- 
culation. * 

If I had effected a cure, in the 
cases given, by the usual means, 
leeching, blistering, &c., I should 
have debilitated my patients to such 
a degree that my attendance could 
not have been dispensed with for 
many days ; for, in reality, by such 
means we create a new disease : as 
it was, as soon as the inflammation 
was subdued, all care was over, 
for health was re-established, and 
strength immediately restored ; in 
fact, there was no convalescent 
period. 

Observe, in the case of Race, 
how rapidly and steadily the pulse 
diminished in frequency : in twelve 
hours it was brought from upwards 
of 160, to its natural state, ninety- 
six. This case I regarded as 
hopeless ; and, that the opiate fric- 
tion might have a fair trial, I re- 
frained from administering anything 
internally. Calomel, however, in 
tolerabiy large doses, ought never 
to be dispensed with, for it acts 
speedily in exciting the capillary 
vessels to contract. 

In the following case I was not 
so successful, and I see no reason 
why I should not impute the failure 
to the too great detraction of 


blood. 


* Perhaps it may be difficult to conceive 
that the heart and arteries should, during 
febrile excitement, be deficient in contrac- 
tility, or the power with which they con- 
tract, seeing that the vascular commotion 
is peer very violent : nevertheless, it 
is true; and he who would most effectuall 
quell such commotion, with his patient's 
welfare in view, will attempt it by invi- 
gorating the arterial system, which is to be 
accomplished by obviating the preternatu- 
ral determination of nervous influence to 
the surface of the body. ( Notions of the 
Nature of Fever and of Nervous Action ; 
by W. Forrester Bow, M. D. &c.”’ p. 99.) 
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19th February, 1831.—Hay, 
aged nine months. At two P. M. 
I saw this child for the first time. 
About three quarters of an hour be~ 
fore I saw it, two leeches had been 
applied to the breast, from the bites 
of which the blood still flowed ; 
face very pale ; lips of a deep pur- 
ple ; lividity around the mouth ; 
pulse rapid and fluttering ; respira- 
tions ninety, irregular ; pupil dilated. 
There was nothing to indicate life 
but the motion of the chest and 
wheezing noise. The child has 
been ill since the evening of the 
15th, and yesterday there were ap- 
plied to the breast a blister and two 
leeches. ‘The bowels were open, 
evidently from the operation of ca- 
lomel. I ordered the bleeding to 
be checked as soon as possible, 
and a drachm and a half of the lini- 
ment to be rubbed on the back and 
bowels : the blistered surface pre- 
venting its application to the chest. 

At five o’clock P. M. the respi- 
rations were sixty-four ; wheezing 
almost inaudible. Although the 
child played with my watchchain, 
it seemed so exhausted as to require 
a teaspoonful of sherry. The lini- 
ment was repeated. 

At nine P. M. it continued easi- 
er. Liniment repeated. 

20th, ten A. M.—Had a tolera- 
ble night: the wheezing at present 
is considerable, but the attendants 
say it is only occasionally so. Re- 
peat the liniment. 

Six P. M.—Has taken a good 
deal of nourishment, and_ sleeps 
calmly at intervals, during the day. 

21st, nine A. M.—Has passed a 
tolerable night. There is expec- 
toration, but, as the child swallows 
it, it cannot be examined ; wheezing 
at intervals. Liniment. 

Four P. M.-—The child has taken 
food repeatedly during the day, 
and was calm and cheerful all the 
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forenoon. Towards three o’clock, 
the breathing became oppressed, 
(the effect of too much food, I 
presume,) and, as I was in the 
country, some one, unfortunately, 
advised a warm bath, followed up 
by heated blankets. The child is 
now in a profuse perspiration. 

Eight P. M.—Evidently worse ; 
pulse fluttering and scarcely per- 
ceptible. A teaspoonful of sherry 
occasionally. 

22d, four A. M.—Apparently 
sinking fast. Rubbed with two 
drachms of laudanum ; a teaspoon- 
ful of sherry every hour. 

Ten A. M.—More lively, and 
attentive to the motions of the at- 
tendants. Continue the sherry. 

Ten P. M.—TIs still lively : has 
taken food during the day. 

24th.—The child was better and 
worse during yesterday. Died this 
day. 

The following case of croup was 


one of the most formidable I ever 
Witnessed. 


4th March, 1831. — William 
Douglas, aged two years six 
months, has had catarrhal symp- 
toms for some days past : yesterday 
morning, his breathing was heavy 
and cough croupy ; towards even- 
ing, he appeared worse ; and, about 
eleven o’clock last night, the res- 
piration became more difficult and 
sonorous. I saw him for the first 
time this morning, at three A. M. : 
the breathing was very difficult, 
and the sound emitted so loud that 
I heard it on approaching the outer 
door of the house ; he was extreme- 
ly restless ; skin hot ; face flushed ; 
pulse frequent. An emetic was 
given, and, after he had vomited, 
the breast and back were rubbed 
with two drachms of liniment. In 
half an hour, he was so far relieved 
as to breathe with less difficulty ; 


the respiration was not sonorous 
unless when he struggled, which he 
did once or twice to get down from 
his nurse’s knee. ‘Two grains of 
calomel were given, and about half 
adrachm of lard, containing five 
grains of opium, was rubbed in on 
his limbs and back. Soon after he 
was rubbed, he became lively and 
playful, and then fell into a sound 
sleep, in which I found him at six 
o’clock. He perspired freely : but 
as his breathing was thick, though 
not sonorous, I awoke him, and 
administered two grains of calomel, 
with a quarter of a grain of opium. 

I desired they would call me at 
half-past seven: the report then 
was, that he slept quietly, and 
breathed easily. 

At nine o’clock I saw him, and 
was happy to observe that the re- 
spiration was almost natural: he 
icertainly breathed with some diffi- 
culty, but, as there was no restless- 
ness, no heat of skin, and a pulse 
not at all frequent, had I seen him 
then for the first time I should 
have thought nothing of it. Two 
grains of calomel. 

At eleven o’clock, the child was 
playing about the room, but, as the 
state of his breathing did not yet 
satisfy me, I ordered his neck and 
breast to be rubbed with two 
drachms of laudanum; and, as I 
was forced to proceed to some dis- 
tance, I prescribed two grains of 
calomel every two hours. 

At eight P. M. I found him in a 
sound sleep; respiration perfectly 
free. Three of the powders had 
been given ; the bowels had been 
twice moved. His nurse told me 
that, soon after he had been rubbed 
with the laudanum, he coughed a 
good deal, and expectorated some 
thickish matter : from that moment, 
she said, he was quite himself. 
The expectorated matter she did 
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preserve. Nothing prescrib- 
ed. 
5th, noon. Continues well ; the 
bowels have been moved since last 
visit. 

6th, two P. M.—He is romping 
about the house, apparently in per- 
fect health. 


This case requires little com- 
ment: there can be no doubt that, 
before I saw the patient, exudation 
of lymph, to a certain extent, must 
have taken place ; which accounts 
for the respiration continuing trou- 
blesome after the inflammatory ac- 
tion had been arrested by the first 
application of the liniment. If I 
had trusted to bloodletting, I must 
have taken a large quantity ; for the 
— were so urgent, that a 
small bleeding would have been of 
no use; and, had I succeeded, 
would my little patient have been 
able to resume his play ina few 
hours, as if nothing had happened ? 
I suspect he would have been so 
debilitated, before the infammation 
was subdued, that he could not 
have had power to expectorate, 
and thus would have died from suf- 
focation, as many have. 

I made use of laudanum in the 
above case, because I could get no 
more of the liniment. I am not at 
all persuaded, however, that the 
liniment J use is the best applica- 
tion. I think some preparation of 
belladonna might still. be better. 
The plan I propose has one thing 
to recommend it, and which I am 
certain will ensure it a trial, even 
by those most devoted to the lan- 
cet: it is, that the good effects 
very soon become conspicuous. 
Let them wait half an hour, and if 
in that time no relief be afforded, 
little harm can accrue from the 
short time lost. 


FATALITY OF UTERINE PHLEBI- 
TIS—GREAT IMPORTANCE OF 
SEPARATING THE PATIENTS 
IN THE WARDS OF A LYING- 
IN HOSPITAL. 


UTERINE phlebitis has been alarm- 
ingly frequent of late in the ward 
of St. Wesicssin, in the Hotel 
Dieu. It has generally come on 
violently, proceeded rapidly, and 
invariably been fatal in every in- 
stance, and under every variety of 
treatment. It is, however, now 
put beyond a doubt that the recent 
quick changes in the weather, with 
respect to temperature and humidi- 
ty, have had much to do with it. 
With this impression, M. Caillard 
determined to take special care that 
his patients should enjoy a whole- 
some atmosphere ; and, for this 
pen caused them to be regu- 
arly transferred to another apart- 
ment on the fourth day after deli- 
very : thus keeping no more than 
eight or ten patients in the lying-in 
room, where there used, until now, 
to be about fourteen together at a 
time. Seventy-seven women have 
since been delivered, of whom but 
one has fallen a victim to phlebitis. 
Two others, on whom the forceps 
had to be employed, were, one of 
them attacked with metritis, the 
other with metro-peritonitis ; but, 
under the influence of antiphlogistic 
treatment, left the hospital as well 
and as healthy as the rest. The 
following table will show the mor- 
tality, positive and comparative, of 
the several months since the begin- 
ning of the year. It should first, 
however, be mentioned, that the 
hygienic treatment above alluded 
to, was not adopted till the 22d of 
March. 
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General Result, from January 1, 
i 1831, to May 23. 
Patients received into the ward St. 


enjamin 
Number of those who died 


January. —Received, 45—Died, 4. 

February.—Received, 38—Died, 6. 

March (to the 20th).—Received, 30— 
Died, 6. 


From March 20th to May 23d. 
Received, 77—Died, 1. 


Thus the mortality, which, in 
the first three months of the year, 
was one in about seven, became in 
the last two months, under the new 
system of treatment, on hygienic 
principles, one in seventy-seven. 

With regard to the treatment 
most advisable in uterine phlebitis, 
it must be confessed that none in 
particular has been found efficacious, 
or deserving of preference. Bleed- 
ing, both local and general, though 
employed at an early stage, has 
been proved unsuccessful ; and the 
antiphlogistic method has been 
found, in numerous cases, rather 
to hasten than retard the fatal re- 
sult; though the bleeding, in fact, 
ought rather to have facilitated the 
transinission of purulent matter from 
the organ affected into the general 
circulation, and thus have material- 
ly served the patient. Nor did 
laxatives, mercurial frictions, or 
vesications, prove in the least more 
beneficial than the means just men- 
tioned. The day may come, pro- 
bably, when some specific may be 
discovered that may neutralize the 
deleterious effects of pus on the 
animal economy ; but, in the pre- 
sent state of medical science, hygi- 
ene alone holds out any hope of suc- 
cess for the prevention of this ter- 
rible disorder. These remarks 
apply also to the inflammation of 
veins which follows surgical opera- 
tions, and which proves so often 
fatal. It should, however, be add- 
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ed, that M. Sanson, in cases of the 
latter sort, has experienced the best 
effects from the employment of 
tartar emetic—effects which place 
in a still more satisfactory point of 
view the excellence of that heroic 
remedy ; though they require some 
little additional trial, in the crucible 
of experience, before they can be 
quite confidentially relied on. 


M. SANSON’S PRACTICE. 


Phlebitis after Venesection— Severe 
general Symptoms—Employment 
of Tartar Emetic in large Doses 
—Cure. 


A pavior, 36 years of age, a 
tall but feeble-looking man, was 
taken into the ward Ste. Jeanne on 
the 20th of April last, under M. 
Sanson. He had been affected 
with a violent pleurisy, under which 
he labored for eighteen days, and 
for which he was bled in the left 
arm. ‘The bleeding had the desir- 
ed effect ; but in three days inflam- 
mation of the arm came on, appa- 
rently in consequence of the punc- 
ture made by the lancet in the me- 
dian-basilic vein. Leeches were 
twice applied to the part affected, 
and along the track of the vein ; 
and after the leeches, cataplasms ; 
but all in vain : the local symptoms 
became more serious, and on the 
fifth day the constitutional distur- 
bance was so great that the man 
was obliged to be taken into the 
hospital. Besides the tumefaction 
of the subcutaneous cellular tissue, 
it was easy to feel along the course 
of the vein several little collections 
of matter. The most excruciating 
pain, too, was felt by the patient in 
the armpit of the affected side. 
The limb had acquired a stiffness, 
and an extreme sensibility. And 
among the general symptoms were 
horripilation, fever, headach, in- 
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expressible uneasiness, and a trou- 
blesome cough, which seemed to 
proceed from disorder of the tho- 
racic viscera. ive and twenty 
leeches, after which emollient fomen- 
tations to the whole of the arm. 
Lazative drinks. 'The next day 
and the next, the same remedies 
were employed; but the general 
symptoms, so far from abating, be- 
came so serious by the fourth day 
that M. Sanson thought himself 
bound to have recourse to that re- 
medy which he has so often used 
with so much advantage ; he order- 
ed Tartar Emetic, eight grains to 
the dose, given in four ounces of 
jalap, (infusion de tilleul edulcoree.) 
The patient took the whole of the 
mixture in the course of the day 
without experiencing any nausea ; 
and the next day it was repeated. 
From that time every threatening 
symptom disappeared, and along 
with the constitutional affections, 
the local ones : the collections of 
purulent matter resolved rapidly, 
and the patient had no longer any 
pretext for confinement to his bed, 
except some little annoyance from 
the respiratory organs. On the 
16th of May he left the hospital 
uite convalescent.— Gazette des 

ospitauc. 


III, 


PERIOSTITIS AFTER MERCURY. 
—-EFFICACY OF SARSAPARILLA 
AND NITRIC ACID. 


Tue following case derives an im- 
portance from the facts that it was 
managed and is related under the 
direction of Dr. Graves of Dublin, 
who states, that of ‘‘ a great num- 


ber” treated in the same way, he 


does not recollect an instance where 
the same remedies failed in produc- 
Ing a cure. 


Periostitis after Mercury. 


Richard Moss, etat. 42, weaver, 
received into the hospital Novem- 
ber 17, 1830. Has pains in two 
different places on the spine of the 
left scapula—on the internal edge 
of the biceps and on the sternum, 
—all which parts are acutely tender 
on pressure ; along with these, he 
is troubled with weakness in the 
loins. The pains begin to be more 
severe about seven o’clock in the 
evening, when a pain, darting from 
the scapula along the side of the 
neck, behind the ears, and across 
the temple and forehead, comes on 
—so intense as to cause his eyes 
to overflow with water. He con- 
tinues in this state till six o’clock 
in the morning, when he gets some 
sleep: during the greater part of 
the night he is bathed in profuse 
perspiration. His history is as fol- 
lows:—21 years since he was 
twice salivated for primary and se- 
condary symptoms, and continued 
well in every respect till he con- 
tracted gonorrhcea about a year 
ago : this was cured by linseed-tea, 
&c. About three months since a 
sore appeared on the penis, for 
which he was salivated; the sore 
however continuing, he rubbed in 
mercurial ointment till his mouth 
became affected. While in this 
state he caught cold ; pains came 
on, which gradually increased in 
severity up to the present time. 
General health good, bowels rather 
confined, pulse slow and compres- 
sible. 

He was put on the decoct. sar- 
sap. and nitric acid ; warm bath, 
and eighteen leeches to the diffe- 
rent painful parts. 

He continued steadily in the use 
of the decoction, with an occasion- 
al warm bath ; and on any increase 
in the pain of the affected parts, 
leeches were applied with invaria- 
ble relief. The sweating continued 
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till the last. On the 27th, ten days 
after admission, having no pain any 
where, he was dismissed cured. 


MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, AUGUST 30, 1831. 


RABIES. 


In our remarks last week on this 
subject we referred particularly to 
four departments of it. We come 
now to the fifth, viz. What are the 
symptoms of rabies in dogs 2 

5. A dog affected with madness 
becomes peevish and unsocial. He 
refuses food and drink, runs with bis 
head down and his tail between his 
legs, his mouth frothing, his tongue 
hanging out, his eyes inflamed. He 
exhibits marks of intense thirst, but 
shudders at the sight of water. He 
attacks other animals whether larger 
or smaller, man, and even his own 
master. [His voice is altered and he 
howls instead of barking, Death 
occurs on the 4th or Sth day. Such 
are the usual appearances presented 
by canine rabies. In some instances, 
however, the hydrophobia has not 
been present, or at least has had 
considerable intermissions. Dogs 
have been known to take food and 
drink with avidity and afterwards die 
of rabies, and wolves in this state 
will frequently swim across rivers, 
The rapidity with which death comes 
on furu'shes a simple mode of ascer- 
taining the fact in a dog suspected to 
be mad. If the animal be confined 
instead of being killed, the question 
will be determined in a few days, and 
in this way a vast deal of anxiety 
may often be avoided. The inter- 


45 


val which elapses before the disease 
shows itself after being communicat- 
ed to dogs, is about forty-two days. 
6. Is rabies produced by a speci- 
fic virus ?—Some writers of high 
authority maintain that the occur- 
rence of rabies is not dependent in 
auy matter communicated by the 
animal in biting. Others have con- 
ceived the idea that the affection is 
wholly nervous, and arises from the 
agitation and terror caused in the 
person bitten at the time, and the 
subsequent anxiety and appreben- 
sion. If this last were the true ex- 
planation, we ought neither to find 
the disease communicated to ani- 
mals, in Whom imagination is nothing, 
nor to infants who are too young to 
be thus affected. The mind, there- 
fore, however it may influence the 
predisposition to be affected, is not 
the avenue by which the contagion 
is principally received, Is the dis- 
ease, then, like tetanus, dependent 
on mere irritation of the part bitten, 
communicated by nervous influence ? 
This theory will not be found more 
tenable than the last. It has hap- 
pened in more than one instance that 
of several persons bitten, some re- 
ceived the injury in parts protected 
by clothing, while others were bitten 
in the naked body; and in these in- 
stances it has uuiformly been re- 
marked that the intervention of the 
dress has proved a safeguard. The 
fact already referred to, that the dis- 
ease can be propagated by inocula- 
tion with saliva taken from a rabid 
animal, is another argument in favor 
of a virus. The conclusive proof 
of its existence, namely, its exhibi- 
tion in a separate and distinct form, 
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is still wanting, and of course its phy- 
sical and chemical character are 
equally unknown. 

7. Does the virus exist in any 
other fluids than those secreted about 
the mouth?—The results of obser- 
vation and experiments go to deter- 
mine this question in the negative. 
In the series of experiments at the 
Hotel Dieu already referred to, the 
blood of a dog affected with rabies 
was applied to the surface of a wound 
in another animal of the same spe- 
cies. The experiment was also 
tried of injecting the blood of a rabid 
dog into the veins of another. In 
neither of these, though performed 
with care and frequently repeated, 
did any communication of the dis- 
ease take place. 

It has been imagined that the 
milk of rabid animals would produce 
rabies ; and some accounts related on 
imperfect authority give countenance 
to this opinion. The preponderance 
of testimony is however greatly 
against it, and there is every reason 
to believe that as long as milk con- 
tinues to be secreted by a rabid ani- 
mal, it possesses the same qualities 
which pertain to the secretion un- 
der any other circumstances. 

It may on the whole then be con- 
cluded, that the fluids of the mouth 
of rabid animals are the only ones 
which contain the virus, and are ca- 
pable of communicating the disease. 
It admits of some doubt, however, 
whether the frothy fluid which comes 
from the mouth of a rabid dog and 
in which the virus appears to reside, 
is in reality the product of the sali- 
vary glands. ‘The principal fact 


which has led to scepticism on this 


point, is that in the dissection of per- 
sons who have died of the disease 
the salivary glands are not found al- 
tered in structure or inflamed, while 
more or less inflammation is always 
discovered on the surface of the air 
tubes; and it has hence been con- 
jectured that the virus is really a se- 
cretion from the bronchial surface. 
Without more direct proof we are 
not authorised in forming any con- 
clusion on this point; but it may be 
remarked that in cases where severe 
salivation has existed before death, 
the salivary glands give as little evi- 
dence of alteration in structure as is 
exhibited in the case referred to. 

8. By what avenues can the in- 
fection be received ?—There is suffi- 
cient reason to believe that the sur- 
face of the sound skin may have the 
virus applied to it with entire impu- 
nity. With respect to the mucous 
membrane this has been doubted, 
and a few casés are on record in 
which the poison appeared to com- 
municate itself through the medium 
of the lips. Thus we have the story 


of a tailor who was seized with hy- 


drophobia in consequence of biting 
an infected garment; and another 
lately went the round of the papers 
of a woman who received the disease 
by biting off the thread with which 
she had sewn up a rent made in her 
dress by the teeth of a dog. These 
accounts may safely be consigned to 
the lovers of the marvellous. 

The only mode, then, in which 
the disease is certainly known to be 
communicated, is by the fluids of the 
mouth of the animal in contact with 
a bitten or otherwise wounded part. 
That the wound need not be inflicted 
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by the teeth in order to produce this 
effect, is sufficiently manifest by the 
facts above mentioned, but there is 
no doubt that in the case of a bite 
the virus is conveyed in its most ac- 
tive form, and the communication of 
the malady more fully ensured. 

9. What period is required for the 
infection of rabies to take effect ?— 
We have stated in a former number 
the great variety which has been re- 
marked in the interval between the 
bite and the commencement of the 
disease. The usual range of this 
variety is comprised between the pe- 
riods of fourteen days and three 
months; and in the majority of 
cases the symptoms come on with- 
in the first five weeks. Some of the 
instances of a marvellously protracted 
interval we have already related, and 
many others may be found in me- 
dical history. ‘The most remarkable 
instance which rests on any tolera- 
ble authority is given by Sauvages, in 
which a trader of Montpellier was 
attacked ten years after receiving 
the bite, when on returning from a 
voyage he heard that his brother, 
who was bitten at the same time and 
by the same dog, had died of hydro- 
phobia forty days afterwards. John 
Hunter fixes the longest interval 
at seventeen months, The immedi- 
ate development of the disease seems 
often to be brought on by accidental 
causes. 

10. Are hydrophobia and the dis- 
position to bite, among the essential 
symptoms of rabies in man 1—With 
respect to the former it has been as- 
serted, that well-marked cases of ra- 
bies have proceeded to a fatal termi- 
nation without this symptom having 


occurred. In all cases recently de- 
scribed, however, there existed either 
aterror of, or a great aversion to 
water, It has been attempted by 
some to explain the fear of water as 
a symptom arising from spasm of the 
pharynx, and the consequent suffer- 
ing experienced by the patient in 
attempting to swallow fluids. Some- 
times, however, a terror at the sight 
of water appears to precede any at- 
tempt made to drink. In the cele- 
brated case of the Duke of Rich- 
mond, who died of rabies in Canada, 
it is said that the first symptom 
which he remarked was a shuddering, 
which seized him in attempting to 
cross a stream, It is said that some 
patients have been able to drink 
wine when the aversion to water was 
insuperable ; and that others have 
succeeded in drinking from a colored 
vessel a liquid which they were una- 
ble to take from a glass. 

The desire to bite, though one of 
the most unvarying of the symptoms 
in animals, is by no means such in the 
human race. Many of the authors 
who have described the disease from 
their own observations, assert that 
this symptom has never come under » 
their notice. The instances in which 
it has been observed can indeed 
hardly be regarded as more than ex- 
ceptions. In fact it is natural to 
suppose that if a sentiment resem- 
bling the rage of animals were expe- 
rienced by man, it would still be 
expressed in a different manner. 
The teeth in the dog are the usual 
offensive weapons, and the instinct 


‘of the animal leads him to use them 


when enraged. In man, the case is 
wholly different, in this respect, and 
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it is therefore easy to understand 
why the disease remaining the same, 
this symptom should be absent. If 
such a disposition ever exists in man, 
it must be attributed to the local 
irritation caused by the disease about 
the mouth, or to the influence of ex- 
cited imagination, On the whole, 
the notion above mentioned may be 
safely regarded as a vulgar error. 

We have thus briefly attempted to 
state what may be considered the 
prevailing opinion at the present day 
on those speculative points which are 
most frequently the subjects of in- 
quiry in regard to this singular dis- 
ease. In doing this, however, we 
have not aimed at the mere gratifi- 
cation of curiosity. Most of the 
principles we have noticed as being 
established by observation, if not ab- 
solutely practical in their character, 
may be usefully remembered to dis- 
pel causeless anxiety on the one 
hand, and to induce necessary pre- 
caution on the other. It is in this 
view, and in the hope of their proving 
of some practical utility, that we ven- 
ture to recommend them to the no- 
tice of our readers. We will only 
add farther, that for the plan we have 
adopted in arranging the subjects 
treated, as well as for many of the 
facts and arguments advanced, we 
are indebted to an excellent article 
in the Dict. des Sciences Medicales, 
by Messieurs Trolliet and Villermé ; 
the former of whom writes from his 
personal observation, and the latter 
is well known as an author for his 
accuracy and research. 


ROOT OF KAHINKA, A NEW REME- 

DY FOR DROPSY. 
Tue Kahinka is a South American 
plant, and the root, given in powder 
or aqueous extract, is reputed there 
as a remedy in amenorrhea, dropsy, 
and some other diseases. It has 
recently attracted the attention of 
the faculty in Europe, and a memoir 
on the subject has been presented to 
the French Institute by those distin- 
guished chemists, MM. Caventou 
and Pelletier. 

We have not the pleasure of pos- 
sessing this memoir in the original, 
and derive our knowledge on the 
subject from a translation of it 
by Dr. Baxter, of New York. 
So far as we can understand this 
pamphlet, which is, without any ex- 
ception, the most bungling piece of 
translation we ever saw, these clie- 
mists have arrived at a result not 
widely differing from the sentiments 
of the South American practitioner. 

This root is found to possess the 
power of stimulating the absorbents 
to quickened action, and its admi- 
nistration is succeeded by vigorous 
evacuations from the bowels and the 
bladder. In the dose of 12, 15, and 
20 grains, the aqueous extract 
evinces strong diuretic and purgative 
properties, and some cases are re- 
lated in the memoir in which drop- 
sical effects appeared to yield to its 
use, On the whole, however, we can 
perceive, from the details given, so far 
as they are intelligible, litlé advan- 
tage in this medicine over the elate- 
rium—its properties seem very si- 
milar, and its powers little if any 
more extensive. Some of this ex- 
tract is, we understand, for sale at 
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Apothecaries’ Hall, in this city, and 
those who have under care cases of 
dropsy which have resisted the usual 
means of relief, will do well to give 
it a fair trial. 


CHOLERA. 


Tuts dreaded disease had, at the last 
dates, reached St. Petersburgh, and 
in the course of the first week 26 
cases had been reported to the go- 
vernment of that city. The royal 
family had removed from the city, 
and the inhabitants were in a state 
of almost unexampled consternation : 
or in other words, a state of combus- 
tibility exceedingly favorable to the 
rapid kindling and wide spreading 
of this terrific malady. A medical 
council of 40 had been called, 38 of 
whom pronounced in favor of the 
opinion that the disease is of a con- 
tagious nature, and 2 dissented from 
this belief. Until facts — strong 
facts— prove to the contrary, the opi- 
nion of the 38 should be the basis of 
all governmental acts for protection 
against its ravages, 

On Friday last the Mayor and Al- 
dermen of this city promulgated a 
further order that, from and after 
that day, all vessels arriving from any 
of the ports or places within the Cat- 
tegatte, or any port or place on the 
Elbe, be liable to quarantine at 
Rainsford Island, for such term of 
time as the Resident Physician at 
said Island may direct, subject to the 
direction of the Mayor and Alder- 


men. 


EXTRAORDINARY CASE OF DIS- 
CHARGE OF OIL FROM THE 
BOWELS, AND SUGAR FROM THE 
URINARY PASSAGES. 


Tue following extract from a late 
clinical lecture by Dr. Elliotson, 
records one of the most remarkable 
histories in the annals of medicine. 


“ There is likewise another very 
extraordinary case in the house, in 
Jacob’s ward—a case of which I 
have never seen above one or two 
instances before, and I never had 
such an opportunity of examining it. 
It is the case of a man who, for three 
years, has discharged oil in large 
quantities from the intestines. The 
man is also laboring under diabetes, 
discharging sugar from the urethra, 
while from his rectum he daily pours 
forth an abundance of oil. The case 
must be very interesting to chemists, 
on account of such a duuble manu- 
facture going on. Four of the first 
chemists in this country have had 
specimens, which they have examin- 
ed, and they found the discharge to 
be genuine oil. After a motion, it 
flows from him liquid, and then it 
concretes. Of course you have all 
seen it swimming in yellow flakes 
over the contents of the vessel, of 
the color of unblanched bees’-wax. 
A case of this kind is mentioned by 
Mr. Howship in one of his works ; 
he says the lady took a pint of oil, 
and it immediately stopped the ma- 
nufacture. I gave this man_ six 
ounces of sweet oil, not knowing 
what to do with the case, and trust- 
ing to the one recorded by Mr. 
Howship. He took three ounces, 
and was sick ; he then took the other 
three, and they staid down; and 
he has made very little oil since. 
He has phthisis into the bargain, so 
that he is producing three foreign 
substances—oil, sugar, and pus. Of 
course he must die. He has been 
inhaling chlorine with very great 
advantage: it has diminished the 
expectoration, and also the cough 
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exceedingly, so that he has hardly 
anything to complain of. He is 
sinking under the disease of his lungs, 
kidney, and intestines, but he will 
hardly allow that he now suffers at 
all. I may mention that I tried 
iodine for his phthisis, but it distress- 
ed him very much even in the most 
minute quantity: the chlorine, how- 
ever, he bears perfectly well. I 
shall lay the case before the Medi- 
co-Chirurgical Society next winter, 
together with several others of 
the same kind, which I have col- 
lected.” 


Gum Ammoniacum. — Linnean 
Society, Dec. 9, 1830.—A paper 
was read on the plant which yields 
the gum ammoniacum, by Mr. David 
Don, Lib. L. $.—Although the gum 
ammoniacum has held a place in the 
Pharmacopeia from a very early 
period, yet the plant itself has hither- 
to remained wholly unknown, It 
proves to be a new genus, belonging 
to the group of Umbellifere, named 
by De Candolle Peucedanea, differ- 
ing essentially from F’erula and Opo- 
panaz, in its large cup-shaped epigy- 
nous disk, and in having solitary 
resiniferous canals, The specimen 
was obtained, in the districts where 
the gum ammoniacum is collected, 
by Lieut. Col, Wright, of the Royal 
Engineers, on his way through Per- 
sia from India, and was by him pre- 
sented, along with other dried plants, 
to the Linnzan Society. Every part 
of the specimen is covered by drops 
of a gum, possessing all the charac- 
ters of gum ammoniacum, and this 
circumstance alone would seem suffi- 
cient to remove all doubt on the 
subject, but Mr. Don has carefully 
compared it with the fruit and frag- 
ments of the inflorescence found in- 
termixed with the gum in the shops, 
and he finds them to accord in every 
respect, so that the plant may now 
be considered as fully ascertained. 
Dioscorides derives the name Am- 
moniacum from Ammon or Hammon, 


the Jupiter of the Libyans, whose 
temple was situated in the desart of 
Cyrene, near to which the plant was 
said to grow ; but as the plant is now 
ascertained to come from the north 
of Persia and not from Africa, Mr. 
Don is disposed to consider the name 
Ammoniacum or Armoniacum, as it 
is indifferently written by ancient 
authors, as merely a corruption of 
Armeniacum. Wesubjoin Mr. Don’s 
essential character of the genus, and 
some of the more important parts of 
the detailed description. 

Dorema. Discus epigynus cyathi- 
formis. Achenia compressa, margi- 
nata; costis 3intermediis distinctis, 
filiformibus. Valleculz univittate. 
Commissura 4vittata. 

Herba (Persica) robusta, facie fere 
Opopanacis. Folia ampla, subbi- 
pinnata. Umbella prolifera, subra- 
cemosa. Umbellule globose, bre- 
viter pedunculate. Flores sessiles, 
languiei immersi ! 

The species is Dorema Ammo- 
niacum. 

Mr. Don concludes his paper with 
a few observations on the plant which 
yields the analogous gum Galbanum, 
which he regards as also constituting 
a new genus allied to Siler, but dif- 
fering essentially in the absence of 
dorsal resiniferous canals to the fruit, 
and in the commissure being furnish- 
ed with two only. He proposed for 
the plant the name of Galbanum of- 
ficinale. The Bubon Galbanum of 
Linn. possesses neither the smell nor 
taste of Galbanum, and is altogether 
a totally different plant.—PAil. Mag. 
and Ann. of Philosophy. 


Analysis of Sulphureous Waters. 
—Numerous examples of sulphure- 
ous waters occur, in which the sul- 
phur exists in the double form of 
free and combined sulphuretted hy- 
drogen, It being important to de- 
cide how much is free and how much 
in combination, great difficulty has 
been experienced in devising an ana- 
lytic process for that purpose. M. 
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Henry (fils) has at length succeeded, 
and has furnished us with a simple, 
elegant, and ready mode of proceed- 
ing. Itconsists in agitating a certain 
quantity of the mineral water with a 
known weight of finely-divided me- 
tallic silver, in a closely-stopped bot- 
tle. All the free sulphuretted hy- 
drogen is then decomposed, and its 
sulphur absorbed by the silver ; the 
quantity is then estimated by the in- 
crease of weight of the latter. The 
water is then decanted into another 
bottle of equal size, fitted with an ac- 
curately-ground stopper, aud contain- 
inga few crystals of the ammoniaco- 
nitrate of silver, by which the carbo- 
nates, muriates, and hydrosulphurets, 
are decomposed and_ precipitated. 
This precipitate being collected and 
washed in ammonia, the carbonates 
and muriates (chlorurets), are dis- 
solved, and the sulphuret-left behind. 
Of this, 100 parts, carefully dried, 
indicate 14 of the sulphuretted hy- 
drogen, or, as M. Henry terms it, 


- hydro-sulphuric acid.—No. dernier 


de Journal de Pharmacie. 


Burns and Scalds treated by M- 
trate of Silver.—We have formerly 
quoted the opinions of Mr. Higgin- 
bottom on the use of nitrate of silver 
in various irritable inflammations, 
and our experience is in its favor. 
He recommends it in burns and 
scalds. In the April number of the 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal, there is a case detailed of 
its efficacy in an extensive scald 
of the back, hips, thighs, and abdo- 
men, of a child five years old, in 
which large portions of the cuticle 
were removed. The solid lunar 
caustic was once applied to the whole 
surface, and at the, time gave but 
little pain. Part of the surface was 
afterwards freely exposed to the air, 
and that portion on which the body 
rested was lightly covered with rags 
spread with the neutral ointment (2). 
In a quarter of an hour, the child 
fell asleep, and had no pain or con- 
Stitutional disturbance afterwards. 


Some of the eschars were adherent ; 
where the ointment was applied, 
there was profuse serous and after- 
wards lymphatic secretion, but no 
suppuration. On the 10th day, the 
little patient was out of doors, and 
on the 12th, at school, every part 
being quite healed. 

The ioduret of lead is easily made 
by adding a solution of purge hydrio- 
date of potash to a solution of the 
acetate of lead, when the ioduret is 
precipitated in a brilliant yellow 
crystalline powder. This combina- 
tion should possess eminent thera- 
peutic virtues, and well deserves a 
trial in this country. We presume 
half-grain doses might be adminis- 
tered from the beginning with the 
utmost safety.—London Lancet. 


Causes of Hysteria.—T wo cases 
are related in the Wiedland Reporter 
which show in an exceedingly clear 
light the dependance of hysteria, in 
some instances, on cerebral and spi- 
nal irritation, The idea should be 
kept in view when investigating the 
causes of those symptoms which are 
usually regarded as hysterical. 


A New Desgenettes.—M. le doc- 
teur Foy is performing sundry hare- 
brained feats in Warsaw, to the great 
amazement of the contagionists: he 
has respired plentifully the breath of 
patients in cholera; he has tasted of 
the matters ejected from their sto- 
machs ; and finally, by way of coup 
de grace, has had himself regularly 
inoculated with the blood of a man 
laboring under the disease. How 
M. Desgenettes must smile at this 
feeble imitation of his ‘sublime ex- 
periment!” The professed inten- 
tion of M. le docteur is, ** to reassure 
the morale of the citizens, the sol- 
diers, and all unbelieving physicians,” 
What the consequences, however, 
will be to the chivalrous anti-conta- 
gionist, we have yet to learn: but 
our correspondents inform us (by 
way of bonne bouche) that the newest 
therapeutic remedies employed by 
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* him (and he is of great weight with 
the French savans—at the head, we 
believe, of their medical staff at 
Warsaw), are phosphorus and the 
alcoholic extract of nux vomica. 


The publication of excellent en- 
graved portraits of gentlemen who 
are and have been Medical Profes- 
sors in the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, has been commenced at Phila- 
delphia. A likeness of Dr, Chap- 


man has been published, and is to be 
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followed by portraits of Drs. Coxe, 
Dewees, Gibson, Hare, Horner, 
Jackson, James and Physick. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston the 
week ending Aug. 19th, 35. Males, 20— 
Females, 15. Stillborn, 1. 


Of infantile, 1—consumption, 3--brain fe- 
ver, 1—typhous fever, l—unknown, 3—teeth- 
ing, 1—cholera, 2--dysentery, 5—fever, 1—. 
mortification, 1--fits. l—old age, 1—canker 
in the bowels, 2——bursting blood vessel, 1—— 
intemperance, l--cancer, 2--dropsy on the 
brain, 2-—-worms, ]--scarlet fever, 1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION. 


Tue Annual Course of Lectures, in this Institution, will commence on the first Thursday of 
September, and continue fourteen weeks. The Trustees have made ample provision for the 
accommodation of students. The addition of a Demonstrator of Anatomy will afford great faci- 
lities for the acquisition of knowledge in that important branch of Medical Science. The ex- 
pense of the whole course will not be increased. Medical Degrees are conferred at the close 
of the Lectures in December, and at the annual Commencement of Williams College, with 
which this Institution is connected. The examination for medical degrees begins on the 
Wednesday preceding the close of the Lecture Term. 

H. H. Cuitps, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

S. W. Wittiams, M.D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 

S. P. Wuite, M.D., Professor of Theoretical and Operative Surgery. 

C. B. Coventry, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Obstetrics. 

W. Parker, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 

C. Dewey, M.D., Professor of Chemistry, Botany, and Natural Philosophy. 

EpwarbD F. Sinc, Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
Board, including washing, lodging, and room, $ 1,75 a week. Aug. 23—4t. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL IN BOSTON. 


THE MEDICAL LECTURES OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY delivered in Boston 
will be commenced in the Autumn, at the usual period, viz., on the third Wednesday in Oc- 
tober. They will be continued four months, ; 

‘This extension in the term of the Lectures has been thought necessary to afford time for 
such a course of instruction and demonstration, as is deemed by the Faculty to be requisite, 
under the advantages which have recently accrued to the School. 

The Legislature of Massachusetts, with an enlightened liberality, which does honor to our 
age and country, have extended the protection of law to the cultivation of Anatomy within this 
Commonwealth. The advantages which will hence result to students resorting to this school 
will be sufficiently obvious. It will be the aim of the Professors to carry into effect the inten- 
tions of the Legislature, in such a manner as to evince at the same time their respect for the 
rights of humanity, and their interest in the promotion of the healing art. 

The opportunities for practical instruction at the Massachusetts General Hospital continue 
undiminished. 

The Courses of Lectures will be, 

On Anatomy and Surgery, by Dr. WARREN. 

On Chemistry, by Dr. WeBsTER. 

On Materia Medica, by Dr. BigELow. 

On Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence, by Dr. CHANNING. 

On Theory and Practice of Physic and on Clinical Medicine, by Dr. Jackson. 
WALTER CHANNING, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. 

Boston, June 15, 1831. July 19. * 6. 
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